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Publishing of genealogical books 

The first notable publication in this direction belongs to the same Nicholas Novikov 
(1744 — 1818), who published in 1787 the latest official Moscow genealogical books — the 
so-called "Velvet Book", compiled in 1682 — 1687. 

The next notable publication of three pedigree books was carried out in 1851. 

In 1913 the "Pedigree Book of the Most Holy Sovereign Filaret Nikitich Patriarch of All 
Russia" was published [Jubilee collection of the St. Petersburg Archeological Institute, 1613 
— 1913, St. Petersburg., 1913, p. 1 — 106]. 

In 1977 M. E. Bychkova published two early books — the so-called "Chronicles" and 
"Rumyantsev" edition of the genealogical book [Rare sources on the history of Russia. — M., 
1977, Issue. 2.-254 s.] 

Here, in fact, everything that archaeography of genealogical books boasts. 


Velvet book 

The "Velvet book" is the last official genealogical book of the Moscow State, compiled 
in 1682 — 1687 (or 1689). 

The story about it should start with an interesting but erroneous article by N. P. 
Likhachev (1862 — 1936) [Likhachev N.P. Gosudarev genealogist and the Velvet book. — St. 
Petersburg: Russian Genealogical Society, 1900 — [4], 14 p.] 
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Thus, the composition of the "Velvet book" sources, the idea and principles of its 
compilation can not be considered definitively established, require further study. 


Historiography 
In a habitual movement, we divide the historiography of the question into a 


bibliographic, enthusiastic and critical direction (no one has considered the genealogical 
books as literary monuments). 

For the bibliography the most important is the book by M. E. Bychkova [Bychkova 
MLE. Pedigree books of the 16th — 17th centuries as a historical source. - Moscow: Nauka, 
15a 2 15 pal. 

Enthusiasts: R. V. Zotov, L. V. Voitovich. 

Critical direction: S. B. Veselovsky, M. E. Bychkova. 


Structure and reliability 


Classification of texts 

Sections and blocks 

Reliability of records 
Origin of princely genera 


Origin of the untitled genera 


Conclusions 


The previous review of the sources value of the genealogical books allows us to draw 
the following conclusions: 

1. Genealogical books were created only in the Moscow state and only from the 
beginning of the 16th to the end of the 17th century. 

2. They were the result of the activities of the government institution — the Razrjadnyj 
Prikaz (military ministry) — and related to its official documentation. The private element in 
these books plays an insignificant role. 

3. The ancestors of the dynasty ruling in Moscow is an abbreviated account of the 
chronicle and does not cause any doubts, although it does not provide any new information. 

4. Records of other kinds are expedient to divide into parts — historical, fabulous and 
mythical. 

5. The historical part begins indisputably with the 4th quarter 15th cent. and can reach 2 
quarter 15th cent. A significant part of the names here can be compared with other 
documents, so the reliability of these records is high. 
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6. The fabulous part precedes the historical and can generally be dated from the mid- 
13th to the mid-15th century. Only a few names here can be compared with chronicles and a 
few acts, and most names are unknown. This opens a large field for inventions, respectively, 
the reliability of this part is low. 

7. In the mythical part, the authors of the genealogical records attempted to drag the 
"chain of memory" into the Old Russian or in an undefined ancient time. This part of the 
information has no source value and should be considered from the point of view of 
historiography and the history of social thought. 

8. For a specific definition of these parts, it may be advisable to establish a history of 
the text of individual genera records and highlight the oldest core of information. 


